CCI Sciences Subcommittee

12/11/09, 9-11 a.m., 4187 Smith Laboratory

Approved Minutes

Present: Bitters, Fredal, Mumy, Hallihan, Hanigan
AGENDA

1. Approve minutes from 10-23-09

· Motion Mumy, 2nd Bitters 
· Unanimously approved

2. History 394 (Seeking Diversity – Social Div. in the U.S.)

· Approval of a GS course for GEC status is unusual but not unheard of, especially in MPS.

· This course (which will be resubmitted to this committee as History 322) was approved by A&H divisional cmte but missed deadlines and this is coming as place holder pending approval of 322

· Automatically gets history GEC status

· Substance looks fine, clearly meets category for Social Diversity in U.S.
· Assessment tools vague and not clear on how assignments connect specifically to learning outcomes

· “student success” on assignments seems too generally defined
· Proposal needs to contain specific indicators within course that will be used to refer back to course goals and specific GEC Expected Learning Outcomes

· Please make transparent connections to specific GEC Expected Learning Outcomes  and assignments beyond grades for those assignments (i.e. which questions are embedded within assignments align with which Expected Learning Outcomes or which assignments align directly with these outcomes)
· Suggestion to include sampling of some of the questions on assignments

· Establish criteria for success (i.e. 70%  of students get B’s on an aligned assignment means that students have satisfied the instructor’s criteria for success with reference to a specific learning outcome)

· Sample – Biology course assessment plan, one with embedded test questions one with rubrics. Send to Jim

Motion to approve with contingency that asmt plan be revised: Bitters, 2nd Mumy

3. Environmental Citizenship Minor

· Make note of address in Denney 100 on advising sheet
· Rule 1 : 200-level coursework (except for…) can only count for less than half of coursework – note to be made on advising sheet
· Change boilerplate language to Minimum of 25 from 20 (to be corrected on advising sheet)
· Students must all take 597.03 (this subcommittee approved this capstone)

· No lower level course to provide unity for students beginning minor; is there a course that would make sense to have as a required lower-level course? Committee was not sure but this was not considered a contingency.
· Q: Literacy model – how is minor designed using a literacy model?
· Use of “Citizenship” – Compentency/ Literacy; we don’t expect them to know Env. Science, but committee  has no major issues with title
· Is this a free minor? Is there complete overlap with GEC? Not unusual; not a problem for committee
· Comp 272: Science and Society – committee can see links to environmental issues, but course is not specifically oriented to environment. All other courses in this group have “Environment” in title. Week 10 focuses on environment, How much does course focus on environment – looks like 2 class days. 

· Exactly how much, or what % of environment is in course content?  

· Committee that put it together accepted this course and has a vested interest in including appropriate courses.

· Possible that course, which looks like a very good course, that it is there as an introductory, foundational course that teaches students an approach to science that is sociological and based on ethics used to apply to later courses.
· Friendly recommendation to consider increasing environmental content (or make more explicit) in this course as a foundational course in this minor. Committee can identify only small amount of environmental topics in it.

· Add Art 300 and Art 353 to above concern. Recommendation to remove Art 353. Is this a skill relevant to Env Citizenship? Couldn’t any methods of creative production course be part of Env Citizenship? 
· P 3 of proposal please clarify reference to Environ Citizenship major. Is there a major?
· Students allowed only one elective course outside of foundational and required courses. Committee is fine with this.
Motion to approve with contingencies in bold (satisfactory reason for why these two arts courses are in electives or are there other representative courses in Art that might be more appropriate? Why should these courses be included and others not? Are these really best courses to include?)

Mumy, 2nd Bitters

Unanimously approved with contingencies

